














BIG BEND WILDLIFE 
CAMERAS

Baseline/Pre Construction Report



Big Bend Wildlife Monitoring
Local Wildlife Corridors 

Wildlife Movement Studies 
• SR 133 Undercrossings

• 16 cameras at 4 undercrossings
• Partnership w/ Laguna 

Greenbelt, Inc – Rock Designs
• Project Start: June 2026 (est.)

• Big Bend Wildlife Corridor 
• 4 Camera “Traps” installed 

within City of Laguna Beach 
Open Space

• Active Project (in yr 2 of 3 yr 
study)



Laguna Coast Wilderness Park 
General Development Plan

• Big Bend Wildlife Corridor 
• Corridor within City of Laguna Beach Open Space & 

Laguna Coast & Aliso & Wood Cyns Wilderness Park
• LACO portion is within NCCP/HCP Southern Reserve 

Prohibited Access Area



Big Bend Wildlife Monitoring
Background 
• Purpose & Scope of Work

• Monitor wildlife activity within Big Bend Wildlife Corridor 
• Four Camera “Traps” installed within City of Laguna Beach Open 

Space
• Obtain wildlife occupancy and travel information - Collect, 

Qualify and Aggregate Data 

• Study Phases:
• Pre-construction of LCAD N Campus (06-21-2024 to 01-31-2026)
• During Construction (2-01-2026 – TBD)
• Post-Construction/ LCAD N Campus Occupancy (TBD) 

• Study Duration: 3 years (6-21-2024 to 6-21-2027) with current funding
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Species Per Camera Location    Pre-Construction
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Pre-Construction Camera  Data
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Sightings 2025 vs 2026     
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Significant increase in domestic house cat sightings at 
start of construction period. This could be due to: 

- Lower wildlife sightings 

- Cat has been displaced
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Challenges

• Camera position and location
• Location 1 never captured wildlife.
• Location 5 had limited observations.

• Camera vandalization
• Location 7 was vandalized various times by the public.
• Location 6 was removed by construction crew in mid Feb 2026.
• Location 4 was stolen between Oct 5-Nov 12 2024.

• Photo storage 
• Camera 7’s memory was quickly filled by people.
• Increased subscription and changed capture time from 7pm-8am.

• Delay in construction period



Big Bend Wildlife Monitoring
Results
• Pre-Construction Phase

• Wildlife Corridor is functioning for small mammals (coyote, bobcat, 
racoon, skunk, muledeer, grey fox) 

• 1055 total sightings. No sightings for Camera 1
• Trail/station tracking data is recommended for supplemental data, 

especially along existing trails/tracks

• Construction Phase 
• Domestic Cat (possibly feral) sightings have increased 1,400 % (14 

sightings) 

• Post-Construction Phase:
• Additional funding needed to continue study 

• Existing Project Duration expires after 3 years.  Construction was 
delayed.  



Big Bend Wildlife Monitoring-- Questions?
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