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Welcome

Supervisor Lisa Bartlett
5th District

County of Orange
Board of Supervisors



CAPISTRANO BEACH PARK MASTER PLAN 3
Public Workshop 2 – February 26, 2020

OC Parks

Our Vision
Champions of the Land for a Thriving 

Community

Our Mission:  
We Preserve and Enhance OC Parks’ 

Natural and Cultural Resources for Recreation, 
Education and Exploration.

Core Values:
Community

Commitment to Excellence
Service

Stewardship
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Why Are We Here Tonight?

• Share community input 
received to date

• Understand the general 
approach to design 
alternatives

• Share three potential 
design solutions

• Gather your feedback on 
potential solutions
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Project Team
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• Master Plan Process Review

• What We’ve Heard So Far

• Phased Adaptation

• Three Alternatives for Capistrano Beach

• Community Input

• Next Steps and Adjournment
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What We’ve Heard So Far

OC Parks has received 
feedback from:

• Stakeholder agencies 
and community 
groups

• Participants in the 
online survey

• Attendees of Public 
Workshop 1
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What We’ve Heard So Far

Stakeholder Agencies and  
Community Groups
• Capistrano Beach is important 

to the local community 

• Connection to Doheny Beach

• Beach erosion – protection of 
adjacent infrastructure

• Regulatory requirements will 
influence solutions

• Army Corps of Engineers

• California Coastal Commission

• Capo Bay District

• Capo Cares

• City of Dana Point

• Coast Walk

• Doheny State Beach

• MetroLink

• OC Bike Coalition

• OC Flood Control

• OC Lifeguards

• State Coastal Conservancy

• Surfrider Foundation
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67% 
None specified 
(amenity focused)

5% Accommodate11% Retreat

17% 
Protect

63% 
Protect

6% Retreat 12% Accommodate

19% 
Hybrid

What We’ve Heard So Far

Online Survey Public Workshop #1

Adaptation Strategy
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What We’ve Heard So Far

Online Survey: Public Workshop #1:

Top Five Amenities
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What We’ve Heard So Far

Additional Themes

• Coastal Access and Connectivity: 

▪ Maintaining connection to bike path is important

• Coastal Culture: 

▪ Activities centered on the ocean and sandy beach are valued

• Coastal Hazards and Adaptation: 

▪ Recognition that changes are occurring

▪ Desire for regional solutions that allow continued use

+Beach Nourishment

+Groins

+Living Shoreline

+Nearshore Reef

+Retreat
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Actions for Short-term Outcomes

Maintenance 
• K-rail placement

• Removal of debris

• Signage

Emergency Protection
• Sand Cubes

• Rock Revetment
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Actions for Mid-term Outcomes

Plan for 20-30 year lifespan 
• Flexible design that can adapt 

over time

Incorporate community input
• Balance needs and desires

Assess Feasibility
• Comply with regulatory 

requirements and budget 
considerations
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Actions for Long-term Outcomes
Participate in regional efforts
• Work with other stakeholder agencies in the littoral cell

Develop region-wide solutions
• Consider beach nourishment, nearshore reef, groin system, selective retreat

• Adaptation of infrastructure (utilities, rail, Coast Highway, etc.)
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Key Issues (Mid-Term)

Adapted from diagram of “General Adaptation Strategies” 

as presented in California Coastal Commission Sea Level 

Rise Policy Guidance” (2018)
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Alternative 1: PROTECT

Alternative 2: HYBRID (Protect + Retreat)

Alternative 3: HYBRID (Accommodate + Retreat)
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Alternative 1: PROTECT



CAPISTRANO BEACH PARK MASTER PLAN 25
Public Workshop 2 – February 26, 2020



CAPISTRANO BEACH PARK MASTER PLAN 26
Public Workshop 2 – February 26, 2020

Alternative 1

Section A-A’
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Alternative 1

Section B-B’
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Alternative 1: Sculpted 
Vertical Seawall

• Vertical wall; sculptural 
finish to mimic natural bluffs

• Amount of wall exposed will 
fluctuate with sand levels

• Adaptive Features:

• Can raise height of wall to 
accommodate SLR

• Compatible with potential 
regional measures, including 
beach nourishment

Pismo Beach

Solana Beach
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Alternative 1: Summary of Key Issues
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Alternative 1: Summary of Key Issues
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Alternative 2: HYBRID (Protect + Retreat)
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Alternative 2

Section C-C’
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Alternative 2

Section D-D’
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Alternative 2: Rock Revetment

• Crest can be raised as needed 
for future SLR

• Amount of rock exposed will 
fluctuate with sand levels

• Adaptive Features:
• Rocks can be re-positioned and/or 

removed as needed

• K-rail can supplement protection during 
high tides and surf

• Compatible with potential regional 
measures, including beach nourishment

• A cobble berm/living shoreline approach 
could be implemented at unprotected 
area if needed

Doheny State Beach

Capistrano Beach
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Alternative 2: Summary of Key Issues
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Alternative 2: Summary of Key Issues
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Alternative 3: HYBRID (Accommodate + Retreat)
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Alternative 3

Section E-E’
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Alternative 3

Section E-E’
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Alternative 3: 
Pile-Supported Structure

• Accommodation strategy:
• Pilings support turnaround, plaza, ADA 

ramp, and trail as shoreline erodes

• Adaptive Features:
• Maintains access while allowing 

retreat over time

• Compatible with potential regional 
measures, including beach 
nourishment

• A cobble berm/living shoreline 
approach could be implemented at 
unprotected area if needed; amenities 
here can be removed/maintained as 
needed

Santa Monica

San Clemente



CAPISTRANO BEACH PARK MASTER PLAN 43
Public Workshop 2 – February 26, 2020

Alternative 3: Summary of Key Issues
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Alternative 3: Summary of Key Issues



CAPISTRANO BEACH PARK MASTER PLAN
45Public Workshop 2 – February 26, 2020
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• Community Input

• Next Steps and Adjournment
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Community Input

Individual Worksheets (20 minutes)
• Which alternative has the most elements that you like?

• Four specific questions about the alternative

Group Discussion (25 minutes)
• Groups based on alternative selected on individual worksheet

• Create two lists: elements you like as they are; changes you would make 
to improve the alternative

Report Back (15 minutes)
• 1 minute per table: most-liked element and top change to be made

Online
• Link to survey on project webpage
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Ground Rules for Group Discussions

• Everyone’s perspective 
is valued 

• Listen to understand –
not to debate

• Agree to disagree

• Share the space

• Refer to your experience
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Next Steps

• Gather additional input from online survey

• Develop a Single Concept

▪ Input from this meeting

▪ Input from online survey

▪ Technical information

▪ Regulatory information 

• Final Meeting to Review Single Concept

▪ Late spring
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Capistrano Beach Park Master Plan Web Page
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THANK YOU

Project Information

http://www.ocparks.com/beaches/capistrano/masterplan

OC Parks Headquarters
(714) 973-6865

CABEMasterPlan@ocparks.com

http://www.ocparks.com/beaches/capistrano/masterplan
mailto:CABEMasterPlan@ocparks.com

