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Operating Hours

* Open Wednesday through
Saturday.

— 10:00 a.m. t0 2:00 p.m.

» Guided tours available by
reservation on Wednesday and
Saturday mornings.

« Self-guided tour handouts of the
grounds are avallable near the
parking lot.
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Recent Events

« Summer Shakespeare Event |
— Saturday, July 23, 2022.

— First event since 2020. %

— First time utilizing only on-site )
parking for an open house.

— Limited registration for
parking.

— 105 guests participated.
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Recent Events * Summer Shakespeare

Event

— Modjeska Shakespeare
Players and Orange Town
Revival provided
entertainment.

— House was open with
docents avallable to
answer questions.

— Modjeska candies
(marshmallow caramels)
available for everyone to

try.
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Social Media

* Throwback Thursday posts alternate between
historical sites, Archaeology/Paleontology
Collections, and the history of other parks.

» All posts go on Facebook and Instagram.

* Arden related posts usually occur
approximately once every 2—-3 months.

» Usually centered around photos or videos with
short written descriptions.
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@ ocparks @

@ ocparks @

541 views - Liked by

ocparks £& Did you know that Arden: Helena Modjeska House
and Gardens is designated a National Historic Landmark...
more

April 29

@ ocparks @

ocparks Every winter Arden, the home of Polish actress Helena
Modjeska in the canyon named for her, is decorated in the
spirit of Polish holiday traditions and customs. Christmas trees
were decorated with paper polish stars, fruit and nuts, ribbons,
paper chains, straw ornaments, and wax candles. Wigilia, or
Christmas Eve supper, follows a period of fasting and begins
A N once the first star appears in the night sky.

Q V Today, January 6, is Trzech Kroli, or “Three Kings Day"” marking
the end of the Christmas season. Versions of this holiday are
celebrated all around the world, and sometimes known by
other names such as Twelfth Night or Dia De los Reyes Magos.
Often, as in much of Europe, a Polish style three kings' cake is
served with an almond or coin baked inside. The person who
gets the surprise in their desert is king or queen for a day and
is said to have a lucky year.

.0 o ARI=C

ocparks % If you have visited Arden: Helena Modjeska
Historic House and Gardens, a local National Historic
Landmark, you may be familiar with Helena Modjeska... more

View all 10 comments

1,105 views - Liked by

ocparks (! What was so fondly called the "Forest of Arden"
by Madame Helena Modjeska is the highlight of today's
#MeditationMonday... more
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The docent led tour of her house and gardens is
amazing! | learned so much.

=" | love that her beautiful house was designed by gilded
age architect Stanford White. o
T
“® A Polish hero! Great tour!
— It was one ot the best tours | have had. To learn about
this fantastic woman was wonderful.
-

| recently visited on a Saturday during the time they were
conducting tours and found learning about Modjeska to
be very interesting! Thank you for conserving this site to
learn about the history in my own back yard. o

—— i Right in our back yard & Did you ever wind
up taking a tour?

=i
" Never took the tour but would still like to &
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Completed Projects

* First Docent Training
— Utilized new training material.
— Three new docents trained in Spring 2022.
— Second training will occur in Fall 2022.

« Knox Box installed at entrance

— Allows for improved response from local fire
and police in the event of an emergency.
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Docent Tramning

Other Artistic Endeavors

Modjeska’s artistic abilities extended
far beyond her acting talents. While
at Arden she was able to devote time
to her other artistic passions, such as
sketching, sewing and designing
costumes, and writing.

One of Modjeska’s masterpieces was
a fairytale book she wrote and
illustrated at Arden in 1896 for her
grandson, Felix. The book is over
100 pages long with intricate
drawings. Modjeska was always
mindful of maintaining her Polish
roots while in America and wrote the
book in both Polish and English.
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Left: Modjeska’s sketch of
Mary Stuart, image courtesy
UNC-Greensboro Hansen
Performing Arts Collection.
Top: Modjeska’s sketch of
Rosalind, image courtesy
Bowers Museum.
Bottom: An illustration from
Modjeska’s fairy tale book.

Why Arden¢

By naming her California
estate Arden after the Forest
of Arden in Shakespeare’s As
You Like It, Modjeska’s
choice spoke to both the
untamed environment of
Santiago Canyon and to her
life on the stage. The name
successfully branded her new
secluded canyon retreat as the
home of one of America’s
premiere actresses.

“The whole picture looked more like
fantastic stage scenery than a real thing, a
looking at it, my imagination carried me far,
far beyond the hills, back to the footlights
again. A few years later we bought this
place, and I called it “‘Arden,’ because like
the ‘Forest of Arden’ in ‘As You Like It,"
everything that Shakespeare speaks of was
on the spot, -- oak trees, running brooks,
palms, snakes, and even lions, -- of course
California lions, -- really pumas.”

~Helena Modjeska, Memories & Impressions, 294

\ |

Modjeska as Rosalind in As You Like It.
Photo courtesy Theatre Institute in Warsaw.

California Dream Revisited

Modjeska and Bozenta purchased their Santiago
Canyon property as Modjeska reached the pinnacle
of her American career. Whereas their experiment
living close to the land in Anaheim had failed due
to lack of experience and lack of resources, they
now had the financial stability to support their
ranch, even if they were only onsite a couple
months each year.

)
“Once again they tried on the role of California
rancher, yet this time they treated their purchase as
a deserved, supportable indulgence rather than an
essential livelihood. They were ready now to

pursue the tourist variant of the California dream.”
~-Beth Holmgren, Starring Madame Modjeska, 136

Modjeska enjoying her flower garden and Bozenta tending his vegetables.
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Interactive Digrtal Tour Map

Tour One (1877) Tour Two (1877-1878) Tour Three (1878-1879)

Elmira, NY
October 10, 1883
In her first trip to Elmira, NY, Modjeska played

at the Opera House (sometimes known as the

Lyceum Theater) as Viola in Tivelfth Night.
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Upcoming Projects
o Other Thematic Tour
Options

» Stone Building Restoration #%
— National Park Service—Save America’s
Treasures Grant.

— Will allow for more interpretive
opportunities and addition of a new
space to the tour.

* Virtual Tour of Arden

— Wil allow home viewing from
anywhere in the world.
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